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posted 2013 Oct by Jon Griffith

Everest hadn't exactly gone to plan, but coming back from Nepal I was looking forward to putting the whole thing behind me and training like mad for Pakistan. I had a First
Ascent on my mind that had been a constant source of obsession since my trip last year and I felt fit, strong, and unbelievably psyched.

The view from Charakusa Base Camp over K6 and Kapura under a full moon

1 was heading in this year with Andy Houseman, a man with a reputation for strong off the couch abilities and suffering with a smile. Our objective was the unclimbed
7041m peak of Link Sar- in a valley that has seen decades of climbing from all sorts of climbers it is amazing that this peak still remains unclimbed. That is until you take a look
at it closely and work out a safe line of ascent- there aren't any. There have been multiple attempts on the mountain before but they have always been repelled and Link
Sar has grown in my mind since being on it myself last vear It's actually quite the beast of a peak- and keeps the crux of the whole route for the very last few pitches. It
requires taking European Alpine style of fast clmbing to a 7000m peak and that's something I'm really interested in right now...

Backtrack back though and myself and Andy arrive in Pakistan. With the Nanga Parbat massacre a month before and Andy having an absolute nightmare getting a visa he
was just about ready to quit before we got on the plane, so arriving in Islamabad felt like the first crux. I think that's why I quite like Pakistan, just getting there is stil an
adventure, We caught a plane out of Islamabad to Skardu where we tried to get over the jetlag and get psyched for what lay ahead.

Skardu was a pretty bussling place last year, but Nanga Parbat had obviously taken its toll. I don't think we saw a single Westemer for the two days we were there. It all felt
a bit eery, but at the same time I knew we were safe. This is a region that benefits greatly from tourism and Manga Parbat has hit them hard. Nevertheless Skardu has
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